Apple Pickin’s
A Macintosh Computer User Group Publication
Word Wrap
By Bob Moffat Oct. 2009
Oct 2009
Vol. XXV - No 10

New User
Meeting
Thursday

October 1st
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Disk Utility,
Keychain,
& White Spots

General
Meeting
Sunday

October 11th
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Ruby-on-Rails
Gem of the OS?

Meeting
Locations
The New User &
General Meetings
are typically held
at the Lakewood
Public Library
Located at the southwest corner of Gravelly
Lake Drive and Wildaire
Road.
http://www.
nwapplpkrs.org

Your mileage may vary.
Half a century ago the Mobilgas
Economy Run gave carmakers a
chance to demonstrate the mileage
their new models could produce
when driven for several days and
many miles by folks who had practiced to produce the best possible
results. Until the end of the 1950s
the results were expressed in “tonmiles” which meant that the heaviest big vehicles often won the prize:
in the fine print somewhere you
could see their miles per gallon performance. When driven by untrained (or unconcerned) drivers
over the same route at the same
time, most vehicles consumed a lot
more fuel. The results of the nearly
1900 mile long 1959 run are surprisingly unimpressive: a Rambler
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American took first place with 25 miles
per gallon and at the other end of the
scale the best High-Price award went to
a Cadillac for 19 mpg. The 1950s list of
winners is filled with brands no longer
with us, such as Henry J, Hudson Super
Jet, Plymouth, Nash, Kaiser, De Soto,
Packard, and Studebaker, which finished
with mileages ranging from 25 to 17
mpg.
These vehicles were carefully inspected
to assure they were stock, then their
hoods were sealed and special measured
fuel tanks installed. Drivers were not
permitted to “coast” in neutral and had
to maintain reasonable speeds during
the daily runs, while contest observers
rode along to make sure all cars and
drivers played by the rules.
Folks who rushed out to buy similar
models after the contest results were
(continued on page 4)

Meeting Notes
The NWAP Board Meeting will be held
Tuesday, October 6th at the President’s
home.
The New User Group will be reviewing Disk
Utility and Keychain and previewing Snow
Leopard
FORMAL MEETING OCTOBER 11th
Voting on Proposed Bylaw Changes
See our website for maps and driving
directions to all meetings:
www.nwapplpkrs.org

A Macintosh Computer User Group Serving Pierce County Washington

New User Report
Our New User meeting in September reviewed three
of the utility applications that are part of the Mac
Operating System: Preview, TextEdit, and Font
Book.
The October New User Group will explore some of
the Disk Utility and Keychain Access features, applications that are included in the Mac system, as well
as a few glimpses of the newest cat on the block,
Snow Leopard. These meetings are planned to give
an annual tour giving an elementary view of the Mac
so that veteran or new users have the opportunity to
review how the system works and explore tips and
tricks to make their computing more fun and efficient.
Please Join us at the Lakewood Library on
Thursday, October 1st from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Contact: Bob Moffat (phone 253-845-5233 or
email ramoat@mac.com)

Mortvedt Session
We will meet October 9th from 10:00 am to Noon at
the Lutheran Retirement Community’s Mortvedt
Recreation Center. These monthly sessions held on
the second Fridays are open to all Mac users whether
or not they live in the complex. Our coaches work
with small groups to give attention to questions. If
you have a MacBook, bring t the meeting. You don’t
have to have a computer to attend.
Mortvedt Center (1705 N. Vassault St.) on Friday,
October 9th from 10:00 am to Noon.
Contact: Bob Moffat (phone 253-845-5233 or
email ramoat@mac.com)

General Meeting
Our Sunday General Meeting on October 11th will
feature a glimpse at some of the power built into the
Mac Operating System when our President, Erick
Camp, will reveal secrets about Ruby on Rails (and
how this technology is powering our NWAP website,
www.nwapplpkrs.org.)

NorthWest Apple Pickers
NWAP is an Apple Macintosh User Group which meets the second Sunday of the
Month. Annual Dues are $35 for an individual or a family.
Send inquiries to P.O. Box 99388, Lakewood WA 98496-0388

<www.nwapplpkrs.org>
Articles printed in this newsletter are
available in plain text formats and on the
NWAP website. Some articles have been
edited to fit space in the paper copy and
may appear unaltered on the web site.
Original articles appearing in this
publication are copyrighted and may be
reprinted without prior approval provided proper credit is given. Syndicated
articles may be reprinted but MUST be
obtained from original source. APCUG
articles may only be published by
APCUG member groups and MUST be
obtained directly from APCUG.
Names of companies and products
used herein may be trademarked.
NWAP & TAPCUG members may
place classified ads at no cost which will
be run at the discretion of the editorial
staff
Article and classified submissions
may be sent via email to:
<brownie@nwapplpkrs.org>

Board of Directors
Erick J. Camp........................................President
Stewart Beels..............................Vice President
Alice Brynestad ...................................Secretary
Eldon Estep ...........................................Treasurer
Peter Winderling.........................Membership
Fred Battié................................................Director
Bob Moffat. .............................................Director
Ivan Richardson ...................................Director

Special Thanks
Dawne Aho ..........................Mortvedt Coord.
Stewart Beels.......................Photography SIG
iWeb SIG & Website Design
David Putman.............................................Editor
Alice Brynestad and a Kindly Member or
two...................................Red Chip & Sign-In
Loretta Chamberland.. ...................Club Info
Bob Moffat.................................New User SIG,
Assistant Editor & Proof Reader
Webb Olliphant ............................Magazine &
Book Exchange Project
Open Position.........Publicity,Book Review
Peter Winderling............Apple Ambassador

Tacoma Area PC User Group
NWAP and TAPCUG, a PC user group, are two organizations working together to
support the Macintosh and PC platforms in the Greater Tacoma/Pierce County area.
TAPCUG meets the second Saturday of each month. Send inquiries to: 6824 19th Street
West PMB #170, University Place WA 98466.
<www.tapcug.org>

Help & Information
General Club Matters ........... Erick Camp, 253-841-0091 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.)
New User (OS 10) .................................Bob Moffat, 253-845-5233 (any)
Legacy (OS 8 & 9) ...................Webb Olliphant, 253-584-7473 (1-9 p.m.)
Editor.................................David Putman, 253-446-1954 (9 a.m.-7 p.m.)
Website Design .........................Stewart Beels, borntocruise@mac.com
(If you need help with a particular program, please contact us
<holstein@nwapplpkrs.org>

Red Chip
We’ve Had Winners!
September’s value depends on you!
Buy your tickets, build the jackpot.

Please join us at the Lakewood Library on Sunday,
October 11th from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
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OFFICIAL 15 DAY NOTICE OF
FORMAL ACTION
The October 11th will be a formal meeting to
vote on modifying the NWAP Bylaws

Proposed Bylaws Revision Vote
Members will be asked to vote on a modification
of the Bylaws at the October 11th General Meeting.
The Executive Board proposes to assure flexibility in the event of vacancies on the Board or when
the number of candidates willing to stand for Annual Election as Directors falls below the current
required (three). Wording about notifying members for formal meetings is being moved and sub
sections renumbered accordingly. The changes are
as follows:
Revised ARTICLE IV
Section 1. Club Meetings

Peachpit Press - Mac Tip of the
Week #238, Sept 14, 2009
Make a New Screen Recording
If you want to record the activity on your screen
— for instructional purposes, or perhaps to record a
streaming event on the Internet, or for any other
reason — use QuickTime to make a screen
recording.window that opens, click the red Record
button. A dialog sheet drops down to confirm your
request.
3. Click “Start Recording.” To stop recording, click
the “Stop Recording” button that appears in the
menu bar (click “Show Me” to highlight the button
in the menu bar). Or, press the Command Control
Escape keys to stop recording.
(Excerpted from Mac OS X 10.6 Snow Leopard:
Peachpit Learning Series by Robin Williams and John Tollett)

----

A. General Meeting shall be held once a month, except there will be no meeting in August. General
Meeting in March shall be the Annual meeting for
the purpose of elections and any other business. A
notice of at least 15 days prior to these meetings will be given to the membership. [was
“C.”]
B. Executive Board Meeting shall be monthly at a
location determined by the President of the Board.
C. Quorum [was “D” becomes “C” no change in content.]

Peachpit Press - Mac Tip of the Week Archive Link
<http://news.southpeach.net/peachpit.html>

Mac Tip of the Week #239
Excerpted from The Little Mac Book, Snow Leopard Edition by Robin Williams
Polish Your Click Smarts
You probably already know that double arrows are
a visual clue that a dialog box option contains a
menu. You can click that double arrow to open the
menu. What you may not realize is that you actually
can click anywhere in that horizontal bar—you
don't have to click exactly on the arrow.

Revised ARTICLE V
The elected Executive Board shall consist of five
Officers and up to three Directors who shall have
voting rights at Board meetings.

Photoshop Elements 8
Adobe is releasing Photoshop Element 8 in the
next few weeks. See
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshope
lmac/
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Word Wrap -- (continued from page 1)
announced were in for a surprise if they believed
their average daily driving would produce such
miles-per-gallon. Contest drivers drove with closed
windows, over-inflated tires, no radio or accessories
running, avoided quick acceleration from stops, and
had no foxtails or mudflaps installed. Not exactly
the way most of us drive every day. They soon discovered their mileage varied.
Apple released a new version of the Mac OS X at
the end of August. Snow Leopard 10.6 can be installed only on Macs that use the Intel chips. Like an
iceberg, most of the revisions between this new
beast and the old 10.5 Leopard lie below the surface.
The new version has a few cosmetic revisions and
offers a handful of new functions that take advantage of code that has been streamlined and polished
for Intel processors which Macs have used since
2006. Snow Leopard is the most modestly priced
upgrade I can remember since I began to move from
old to new Mac operating systems sometime in the
late 20th Century.
When a new OS version is released, there is a legitimate concern for folks who are considering upgrading. Does it work? Does it break any of my favorite applications? Does it offer some improvement that will make a difference to what I do?
Your mileage may vary.
Early adopters may rush to post their impressions,
good, bad, or indifferent. There is no independent
observer checking to see that all Macs are healthy,
full of RAM, equipped with spacious hard drives,
and running lean and mean. No one verifies the installed third party software or peripheral devices are
compatible. One user’s iMac with minimum RAM
and chock full hard drive may not be as pleased with
the new system as another’s MacBookPro stuffed
with RAM and a barely-used hard drive.
My experience was good. The Snow Leopard installation on my MacMini started off promising it
would take 45 minutes. I was booted from the new
system in 43 minutes. I immediately ran the Software Update to install the 10.6.1 updater.

Before installation my hard drive (old style measure) was 74 GB with 12 GB available; after installation the new style measure showed 86 GB with 26
GB available. All my Internet service and mail settings remained in place. My system preference settings were unchanged. So far I have found no applications that do not work, although I am waiting for
one utility program to be updated to 10.6 compatibility. The only two items that took some adjustment were my display calibrations (Snow Leopard
darkened the Leopard settings) and reselecting the
correct driver for my Epson printer from the list
that was installed by the upgrade. I am pleased to
report that the machine does seem to respond a bit
faster and the new visual bells and whistles are evolutionary. I’m glad I moved up.
Your mileage may vary. But whether you drive a
Henry J Corsair or a MacMini, the journey --any
journey--is an adventure. Just remember those foxtails and mudflaps may affect performance.

(continued next column
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Tom’s Tips By Tom Garcia
OCTOBER 2009
We report, you decide department: The Portland
Maine school superintendent wants to provide all
high school students with laptop computers. The
project is scheduled to be completed by the end of
this year. The original plan was to buy 2,200
Macbooks at about $954 each. Then Dell came along
with an offer of 2,200 Dell netbooks at $500 each.
The schools understand the disadvantages of netbooks vs. Macbooks. But, Dell got the business when
the school board decided, “It’s about living within
our means. We couldn’t afford a Cadillac so we
bought a Ford.”Is the school board penny wise and
pound foolish? If Apple had a line of netbooks.… Oh
well, they don’t.
Found out about an iPhone app in Mac|Life Magazine called Shazam. The app is supposed to be able to
listen to a song via the iPhone microphone and
quickly decide the band, vocalist, etc. I sit in my car
waiting for my wife (shopping, etc.) a lot while I listen to satellite radio. A song will be playing and there
will be displayed two lines such as “Manhattan Serenade” “Tommy Dorsey.” But, there isn’t enough room
for the vocalist’s name. In the case of the above song
I knew who was singing but it was my first test of
Shazam. It worked very well and quite fast. Showed
the album cover and the name of the singer, Jo Stafford. Also a link to YouTube with Jo doing that song.
Other info about the music was also given. More
tests with other music gave the same results. Great
app and it was free.
Got tired of my iPhone leather case and decided to
get a hard-shell case with built in aux battery. More
on that later. Upon removing the iPhone from the
leather case I discovered that the stickum on the
phone’s back was impossible to completely remove.
Tried GoopOff and it did some good but also took off
all the shiny black finish on the back of the phone.
Am considering a very fine grit sandpaper to get the
rest of the glue off.
Another iPhone app discovered thanks to Karen at
NCMUG. It’s SnapTell which lets you take a picture
of a CD or book and in short order returns info. I
tried it on an obscure (in the U.S.) book titled “Wings
On My Sleeve” by Eric Brown. Quickly the app came
back with tons of info about the book, about Eric
Brown, etc. It is a free app.
Page 5

Goodwill Industries in New England has flyers in
the stores offering to take broken computers off
your hands. Offer covers any type computer, computer parts and accessories, monitors, scanners,
printers, fax machines. That is much better than
sending them to the landfill. Maybe Goodwill can do
this for you in your part of the country.
In Goodwill I saw something for a Mac Performa
(1992-1997 era) which nobody in my NM or ME
club owns. It was a Teleport/Bronze fax/modem
new in sealed package with cables and manual. Price
- $1.50.
Want camera zoom for your iPhone 3G? Look for
the app Camera Genius. It provides other features,
too.
Warning: Off Topic - Just got around to reading
the May 1971 copy of Mechanics Illustrated. Gibbons Tubeweld sells a “Freon Powered Boat Horn”
for $21.95. You could toot two pounds of freon into
the atmosphere at a whack using replaceable freon
cartridges.
Pre-ordered Snow Leopard from Amazon for $29.
By the time it shipped the price had dropped by $4
so that was all I ended up paying. My Amazon preorder arrived 6 days after the release date. As reported elsewhere: Took 45 minutes to install. Then
various programs popped up telling me I should upgrade them. Things like LittleSnitch. Another 30
minutes of work. The install netted me 6.65 more
gigs of disk space. Haven’t found any of my programs with a problem since the Snow Leopard install. When I run a program for the first time (after
the install) I check for an available update. Just got
one for Mariner’s MacJournal “minor update for
Snow Leopard.”
Whoops: Just found a program that doen’t work SOHO Notes. Another: OnyX. Ran it once. Hit
Check for Updates. Found one. Installed it. Ran
OnyX and got a message saying OnyX would only
run under Leopard. Guess I’ll have to wait for their
next update.
(Continued on page 6)
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Tom’s Tips
(Continued from page 5)
Had trouble with being able to send e-mail. Went
to my various e-mail programs and changed SMTP
port from (default) port 25 to a new port assigment,
587. All is well again.
Seen at a yard sale: Performa 450 (1993) with bag
of cables and power supply. I asked how much and
was told, “Oh, how about $2 or $3?” Whoops. Just
thought. No keyboard.
Am using Nisus Writer Pro for most of my writing. Why? I like the “beep” sound every time I save a
file. Will Microsoft Word or Pages do that?
The October issue of Consumer Reports has a
story on page 6 of interest to iPhone users/
hopefuls. In most of the world “Changing carriers is
as easy as changing a data card.” The FCC is reported to be [planning on] holding a formal hearing
on handset exclusivity. Consumers Union wants
Congress to ban cell-phone exclusivity agreements.
Bought an iPhone hard shell with battery. Supposed to about double iPhone battery life. Name of
the unit is iPower² and it just adds a little bit of
length to the iPhone. My problem: I couldn’t get my
phone to insert into the unit because of the stickum
residue on the back. Will have to work on that when
I get time.

New User Recap
As we continued our survey of useful programs
that are built in to Leopard 10.5, in September we
reviewed Font Book (which monitors and manages
the fonts available to applications on the Mac) as
well as Preview (which handles images and PDF
files) and TextEdit (the basic word processing/text
editor that comes with OS X.0.) We looked at how
Preview allows you to adjust images and to save in
different image formats. Our program also demonstrated some of the ways to use TextEdit for setting
up basic documents. While TextEdit is not intended
for sophisticated layout or complex word processing,
it is talented enough to handle most of our need for
notes, correspondence, and announcements.
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NorthWest Apple Pickers
Board Meeting Sept. 1st, 200
The Board meeting for Northwest Applepickers
was called to order by President Erick Camp at
7PM at his home. Present were Erck, Bob Moffat,
Eldon Elstep, and Peter Winderling and Alice Brynestad.
Secretary's Minutes accepted. Treasurer's report
reported a balance on hand of $326.12, which included $12.00 in the Red Chip fund. This report
was accepted. Membership stands at 71 members
with two renewals. 19 were present at the New Users meeting. There was no General Meeting in
August.
New Business: Our next few meetings will be as
follows:
October 1 New Users at Lakewood ; October 11
General meeting at Lakewood.
November 5th New Users at SUMMIT Library;
October 11 General meeting at Lakewood Library
December 3rd New Users at Lakewood Library, and
December 6th CHRISTMAS PARTY will be at
Lakewood Library from 2 - 5pm.
Stewart Beels unable to conduct meeting in October and November due to bypass surgery.
It was Moved, seconded and passed that we purchase Snow Leopard for the club. Order from
Amazon.com.
There will be a section in the Standing Rules regarding house calls by members to our club members and to non-members. A report will be forthcoming in the near future.
Old Business: Eldon, Bob and Erick will be purchasing the Christmas party gifts for our December 6th Christmas party. $200.00 gift budget. They
will shop on November 20th.
Advertising: Cost to advertisee will be $5.00 per
issue, and will be subject to editorial review.
Meeting adjoined at 8:29PM.
Alice Brynestad, Secretaryannbatt@comcast.net
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Club Info emails...
keep you informed of NWAP announcements of
interest. Thanks to Loretta Chamberland's efforts,
members are kept up to date on the latest developments. Members: please keep us informed of your
current email and mailing address changes so you
won't miss an issue of the newsletter or a worthwhile
announcement.
(contact: mcintosh@nwapplpkrs.org)

Photographs Needed
For Newsletter

Got Photos? Of course you do! Pick out a few and
get them to David Putman, your newsletter editor so
he can showcase your favorite pictures in Apple
Pickin’s.
How are the photos chosen? The guidelines the
editor uses for photos included in the newsletter
have the following preferences in order:
Taken by NWAP members.
Taken in the Tacoma/Pierce County area.
Taken in western Washington.
Other photos submitted by NWAP members.
Photos selected by the Editor from any sources
available.
Bring your photos to a meeting or email your photos to editor at nwap_membership@mac.com

Links
What you need to know about Installing Snow
Leopard
http://www.macworld.com/article/142454/2009/
08/install_snow_leopard.html

Software Update for OS X 10.5.8
(Leopard’s latest)
http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/apple/
macosx_updates/macosx1058update.html

Software Update for OS X 10.6.1
(Snow Leopard’s latest)
http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/apple/
macosx_updates/macosxv1061update.html

Where you can find downloads for Mac OS X
(including some of the utilities we demonstrated
at September meetings.)
http://www.apple.com/downloads/
www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/apple/

Want to learn more about...?
Tutorials (thousands of them) are available from
lynda.com. Many of these online video tutorials
are free; others available for a monthly or annual
subscription. Software covered includes products
from Apple and Adobe, as well as Microsoft, FileMaker, and many others. Check it out!
See details at: www.lynda.com
Do you have suggestions for links to websites
NWAP members would find useful?
Let us know!

Membership Update

Memberships Expiring in August: D. Benton, :
Memberships Due in September: B. Brown, P. Clark, E.

Estep, M. Junkin, M. Tulfo
Memberships Due in October

Snow Leopard Pumkin
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Bob Morgan, Bob Moffet, Judy Sloan, Pete Herzog,
Bill Barron, Betty Fulton
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OCTOBER 2009

NOVEMBER 2009

New User
Group 7 pm
Lakewood
Library
Board
Meeting
7 pm
Camp Home
General
Meeting
3 pm
Lakewood Lib

Election Day

Mortvedt
Session
10 am - noon

Mortvedt Rec Ctr

TAPCUG
9:30 am
Lakewood
Sr Ctr

General
Meeting
3 pm
Lakewood Lib

New User
Group 7 pm
- SUMMIT LIBRARY

Board
Meeting
7 pm
Camp home

Daylight
Savings
Ends

SSAUG 5:30 pm

Mortvedt
Session
10 am - noon

Mortvedt Rec Ctr

Veteran’s Day

TAPCUG
9:30 am
Lakewood
Sr Ctr

Columbus
Day
SSAUG 5:30 pm
BECS
Thanksgiving
Day

Ha

llo
we
e

n

Check the NWAP Website For Calendar Info. <www.nwapplpkrs.org>
Printing Services for NWAP are performed by

Minuteman Press
Puyallup, WA 253.841.3161
www.minuteman-puyallup.com

NorthWest Apple Pickers
PO Box 99388
Lakewood WA 98496

Penn Cove, Whidbey Island
with Mt. Baker
by Larry Weakly

Web Hosting for NWAP is powered by

www.webhostingpad.com

